[Possibilities of pacing the heart by transmediastinal retrocardially inserted leads (author's transl)].
Based upon experiences with 14 patients the clinical feasibility of transmediastinal retrocardial stimulation of the heart, of the left atrium as well as in one case of the left ventricle, is reported. Principally both can be stimulated by thus introduced pacemaker electodes. Thus on the one hand thresholds and consequently pulse effectivity appear to be a function of the electrode distance from the myocardium, whilst on the other hand the transmediastinal retrocardial thresholds are initially rather high in analogy to the majority taken from the atrial endocardial surface. Nevertheless, the transmediastinal retrocardial technique is possibly applicable for permanent cardiac pacing. However, additional tests about this are still necessary.